
THE DONJON 
DU CAPITOLE 

THE HÔTEL 
D'ASSÉZAT

SAINT-ÉTIENNE 
CATHEDRAL

Stretching alongside the square sits the 
Port de la Daurade. Its history is linked, 
most notably, with that of the gatherers 
of sand (and not dorade –bream– fi shing!), 
the basic material required for cement and 
for constructions made of brick. Here you 
fi nd yourself in a lively district, perfect 
for strolling around at leisure. Seated at 
a terrace café or at the river’s edge, you 
can take your time... It is also the perfect 
spot to watch the sunset and see the 
monuments illuminated after dark.

In 1555, Pierre d’Assézat, a wealthy 
merchant and a Capitoul, had a home 
built in the Renaissance style that was 
worthy of his success. The courtyard 
provides us with a stunning view: the 
façades of brick and stone are decorated 
with masks, plants and animal motifs, 
whilst a tower overlooks the city. Inside, 
the Bemberg Foundation makes use of 
the salons from di� erent eras to display 
works of art from the 16th to the early 
20th century. 

The Garonne is a wide and abundant river 
that rises in the mountains of the Pyrenees 
and crosses Toulouse before emptying into 
the Atlantic Ocean. Despite its name, the 
Pont Neuf is actually an old bridge: it has 
spanned the Garonne for three centuries! 
Its design is truly ingenious: the irregular 
arches and the holes have allowed it to 
withstand any fl ood.

From the quayside, look at the 
monuments on the bank opposite. 
There is the dome of La Grave which 
provides snaps that are always a hit on 
social media. At the end of the Pont 
Neuf lies the Hôtel-Dieu Saint-Jacques, 
a former charitable establishment 
and later a hospital, which is listed as 
World Heritage. The Château d’Eau is 
currently a photography gallery and 
the Port Viguerie leads to a walkway 
over the water.

This former convent of Augustinian 
monks with its Gothic architecture 
houses the Museum of Fine Arts: you 
can enjoy the monumental sculptures, 
the Roman capitals created by Pardo, 
the gargoyles that are lined up along the 
cloister, the medicinal plants growing 
in the vegetable garden as they did in 
medieval times or the deckchairs where 
you can relax in the summer months.

The Friar preachers set up home in 
Toulouse in 1215 in order to face down the 
Cathar heresy. Here they had a convent 
built whose austere exterior contrasts 
with its interior: a 28 metre tall stone 
palm tree, a cool cloister where serenity 
reigns, a Gothic octagonal bell-tower… 
The history of this gem of medieval art 
springs to life thanks to countless touch 
screens that are available to the public.

This tower at the rear of the Capitole 
was built in 1525 at the behest of the 
Capitouls that wanted to safeguard 
municipal documents. Its defensive 
allure is countered by the belfry at its 
summit, a creation of the 19th century 
that bears the signature of Viollet-le-Duc. 
In the interior, a team of experts provide 
great ideas and  good advice: the tourist 
o�  ce has welcomed visitors here for the
last 70 years!

On the Place du Capitole stands the town 
hall, an emblematic building of Toulouse 
built by the Capitouls from the 12th century. 
The façade makes an impression on all 
passers-by. In the interior, several artists 
have decorated the ceremonial chambers: 
Henri Martin and Jean-Paul Laurens 
painted the history of the city there, 
whilst Paul Gervais created an entire room 
devoted to love.

Access to the interior is limited.

Impossible to miss: this is one of 
the largest preserved Romanesque 
basilicas in Europe! This monument 
of brick and stone is listed as World 
Heritage by Unesco, built from the 
11th century in honour of Saint Saturnin 
(a martyr dragged through the city by 
a bull in the 3rd century).
Admire the octagonal bell tower, the 
organ by Cavaillé-Coll, the sculpted 
or pictorial features, the gold plated 
canopy, the wealth of relics that reside 
in the crypt…

THE BASILICA OF 
SAINT-SERNIN

THE JACOBINS 
CONVENT

THE CAPITOLE 

THE VIEW 
OF THE LEFT 
BANK

THE AUGUSTINS 
MUSEUM

INSIDE THE CHURCH OF NOTRE-DAME LA 
DAURADE YOU WILL FIND A BLACK VIRGIN 
DRESSED IN OPULENT COSTUMES CREATED BY 
GREAT NAMES IN HAUTE COUTURE.

HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT ON 
SQUARE CHARLES-DE-GAULLE 
THERE IS A CHARACTER MADE OF 
CIRCLES CARRYING A BABY THAT 
DELIGHTS LITTLE ACROBATS? 
THIS IS THE FIRST MONUMENTAL 
SCULPTURE BY TOULOUSE NATIVE 
JEAN-LOUIS TOUTAIN.
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ITS UP TO YOU TO FIND 
YOUR STAR SIGN ON 
THE IMMENSE OCCITAN 
CROSS DEPICTED ON THE 
FLOOR OF THE PLACE DU 
CAPITOLE. THERE ARE ALSO 
29 TABLEAUX BY MORETTI 
ON THE CEILINGS OF THE 
ARCADES WHICH RETRACE 
THE HISTORY OF TOULOUSE.

AT THE SAINT-RAYMOND MUSEUM, MORE 
THAN A THOUSAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
PIECES RETRACE THE PAST OF TOULOUSE 
AND THE TIME OF THE GODS AND HEROES OF 
ANTIQUITY. THE GARDEN LENDS ITSELF TO A 
TRANQUIL LITTLE COFFEE BREAK AMONGST 
THE LAUREL TREES AND PALMS...

RENDEZVOUS AT THE 
CONVENT  BETWEEN 
11 AM AND 3 PM WHEN 
THE SUNLIGHT, FILTERED 
THROUGH THE COLOURED 
STAINED-GLASS OF 
THE GREAT WINDOWS, 
ILLUMINATES THE PAINTED 
WALLS OF THE CHURCH...

THE RIVER 
GARONNE AND 
THE PONT NEUF

LA DAURADE

WHAT'S TH IS? A CH I LD BRAZENLY 
SEATED ON A LEDGE OF THE PONT NEUF? 
THAT IS THE “ENFANT AU BONNET D'ÂNE” 
(CHILD WITH DUNCE'S CAP), A SPARKLING 
RED SCULPTURE BY JAMES COLOMINA.

SCAN THE SKIES TO FIND THE UNUSUAL SILHOUETTE OF THE BELUGA: 
THE CARGO PLANES OF AIRBUS REGULARLY CROSS THE SKIES 
ABOVE TOULOUSE...

ON THE PLEASANT PLACE DE LA 
TRINITÉ THE WINGS OF THREE 
MAGNIFICENT MERMAIDS ARE 
SPREAD... AS FOR THE RUE CROIX-
BARAGNON, RENOWNED FOR ITS 
LUXURY SHOPPING, IT BOASTS THE 
OLDEST HOUSE IN TOULOUSE, WHICH 
CAN BE SEEN AT N·15.

YOU MAY HAVE ALREADY 
PICKED UP ON THE TOULOUSE 
ACCENT, BUT ARE YOU AWARE 
OF SOME OF OUR LOCAL 
EXPRESSIONS? MOST 
OF THEM STEM FROM 
THE OCCITAN LANGUAGE, LIKE:
ADIOU (HELLO),
ESPANTER (TO BE SURPRISED),
PITCHOUNE (CHILD),
TCHAPPER (EAT).

Constructed, destroyed, rebuilt… it has 
taken centuries to build the cathedral of 
Toulouse! That is what makes it so original: 
it is a patchwork of architectural features 
that are harmoniously combined, from 
Southern Gothic to Northern Gothic, 
passing through Romanesque and 
Baroque art... In the interior, don’t miss 
the windows and the beautiful organ. It 
is also here where Riquet, the engineer of 
the Canal du Midi, was laid to rest.

THE OLDEST FOUNTAIN CAN BE FOUND AT PLACE 
SAINT-ÉTIENNE. ORIGINALLY, WATER DID NOT 
FLOW FROM THE FISH HELD IN THE HANDS OF THE 
CHERUBS... THE SCULPTURES WERE REDESIGNED 
IN THE 17TH CENTURY BECAUSE THE PEOPLE FOUND 
THEM TOO SHOCKING!

In the process of being renovated. 
Make sure you check opening times before you visit.
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© Jour de Nuit - Matthieu Krieger
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Recommended 
trail

VIEWPOINT

TRAIL STOP OFF

Metro (line A)

Metro (line B)

Playground

200 metres

N
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Toulouse
IN 10 MUST-SEE 

SITES

If you had to sum up this trail, 
you could say that…
•  the trail can last a few hours or all day;
•  the itinerary showcases the best of 

Toulouse and its monuments’ history;
•  there will be lots of anecdotes to share;
•  your feet will pound the tarmac, 

but also the cobbled streets;
•  you will be able to take some very 

pretty photos;
•  you are sure to hear the sound 

of running water.

It’s here, it’s now, it’s all for you! 
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